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eighty-six pages of text. This comparatively great expansion, effected 
by the author himself, comes as rather a surprise after his expressions 
in the preface to the edition of 1910. I quote: "With health and 
favoring opportunity I have lately condensed and reduced to this new 
basis one after another of my law treaties, long known to the public. 
If any of them ever grow protuberant or costly again it will through 
the labors of some other annotator or revisor. For myself, I may 
consider that, with the issue of this final volume, I have rounded to 
a close a long and very busy professional career, as practioner at the 
bar, author and instructor, covering nearly half a century." 

An examination of the new edition reveals, roughly speaking, two 
methods by which the text has been expanded. First, the author has 
incorporated therein the material which constituted the footnotes to 
the fourth edition, with the result that the large type text is greatly 
increased while the small type footnotes have been decreased. Second, 
certain passages have been recast and new material has been added 
in a number of instances. 

As to the incorporation of footnotes the following will suffice to 
illustrate. § 390 of the new edition is exactly the same as § 390 
of the edition of 1910 save that the section is headed (a new feature 
of the fifth edition), a footnote of the older edition is incorporated 
in the text of the new, and the word "however" is added in the first 
sentence. The footnotes to this section contain no new citations, 
§§ 172, 173, 388, 390, and 1546 also illustrate the same general scheme 
of incorporation. 

In many cases the author has not' only added the old footnotes 
to the text (a method of treatment continued throughout), but has 
enlarged the text with considerable new matter which often adds 
clarity to the work. §§ 1136, 1137, 1229, 1232, 1325, 1325a and 1546 
show this method of treatment. 

The authorities cited in the new edition are somewhat more volumi- 
nous than in the earlier editions, but the method of citation leaves 
much to be desired. In this latter respect no consistent scheme seems 
to have been followed. In some instances the name of the case is 
given and then the citation; in other places the name is omitted 
and the bare citation given. 

On the whole much is to be said in favor of incorporating important 
footnotes in the text, for to place valuable material in long closely 
printed notes is to reduce the value of the work. Also the new 
material added results in most cases in an improvement over the 
older additions. The advisability of this new edition, however, is not 
entirely clear; and whether the changes made justify it will in the 
last instance be judged by the profession at large. 

Essentials op the Law. By Marshall D. Ewell, LL.D. Vol. I, 
A Eeview of Blackstone's Commentaries with explanatory Notes, for 
the use of Students at Law, 2nd ed. Vol. H, Elementary Law, 2nd ed. 
Albany: Matthew Bender & Co. 1915. pp. xvi. 867, 1037. 

This abridgment of Blackstone is as satisfactory as anything 
of the kind is likely to be. Of the 800 pages, 100 are devoted to the 
Eight of Persons, 300 to Property, 200 to Private Wrongs, Remedies, 
Pleadings and Process, and the remainder to Crimes. 

The portion of the text of Blackstone retained and the notes added 
by Dr. Ewell are those he has found most helpful to students after 
twenty-seven successive years of teaching. The references are not 
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numerous, and are usually to text books of authority and to leading 
cases. 

Volume H is made up of nine independent works bound in one 
volume. Each is an abridgment of some authority on the subject 
chosen, and are Adams on Equity, Smith on Contracts, Best on Evi- 
dence, Stephen on Pleading, Pollock on Torts, apparently Evans on 
Agency, The Negotiable Instruments Law, and The Law of Partner- 
ship. In a small compass the student can here find material on the 
subjects named. 

So far as examined these abridgments are as well done as is con- 
sistent with the limited space, and will afford students a useful book 
of reference for collateral reading or for review. The prefaces indicate 
the method of preparing the separate works abridged, but the title 
page of Volume XT is misleading in that Dr. Ewell would there 
seem to be the author of the volume. 

Volume I is interesting as the working tool of an old master 
under the text book method of instruction. It has had a long and 
useful life and in Dr. Ewell's hands has been of great service to 
many students. That both volumes are in their second edition is 
indicative of their value and vitality. 

Law and Its Administration. By Harlan F. Stone, LL.D., Dean 
of the School of Law, Columbia University, New York: Columbia 
University Press. 1915. pp. 1, 232. 

More than half of the lectures collected in this book are concerned 
with the nature of law, the scope of its application, and its necessary 
limitations. The non-professional reader will find here a clear ex- 
planation of certain underlying principles of civil and criminal law 
which unexplained so often seem arbitrary and unfair. Furthermore, 
the necessity for successful and general application particularly in 
a law so largely dependent on precedent as our own, is forcibly brought 
out, and will go far to meet the persistent complaint that the law is 
forever ultra conservative if not positively reactionary. Advocates 
of "social justice" so called, will be interested in Dean Stone's remarks 
in this oft-discussed subject. 

The last half of the book deals with criticisms directed at law and 
lawyers. The author is moved by a strong devotion to the profession 
of law, but his admissions of weaknesses are none the less frank 
and his suggestions for improvement illuminating. His statement 
that the most salutary remedy for all of the evils of the administration 
of the law today is the raising of the standard of the bar, will be 
heartily echoed by all who have given the matter any thought. But 
lest the reader take comfort in this as evidence of the inherent wicked- 
ness of lawyers generally, let it be remembered that the deterioration 
of the standards from those of half a century ago is due in large 
measure, according to Dean Stone, to the attitude of the public. Only 
when a widespread respect of the law and a willingness to abide by 
its decisions is assumed, will the legal profession reflect that sentiment. 
And until such time arises, rules of ethics and efforts of bar associa- 
tions will prove but half way palliatives unable to cure the essential 
evil. 

In closing it may be said that Dean Stone has presented answers 
to questions most often asked by laymen with a clearness and in a 
manner at once convincing and at the same time interesting. The 
lawyer and the law student will find much that is stimulating in the 
criticisms of the law and profession of law today. 



